Literary Braille Refresher Course

Text: by Constance Risjord. National Braille Association, Third Edition, 2009 Literary Braille Refresher Course for Teachers and Transcribers  Books to be ordered before the first class can be obtained from:  Cost is $60.00
National Braille Association 

Online: http://store.nationalbraille.org/product.aspx?pid=371
Or by mail:

95 Allens Creek Rd, Bldg 1, Suite 202
Rochester, NY 14618
FAX: 585-427-0263

Instructor: Pat Wilber, TVI, Washington State School for the Blind

The purpose of this course is to obtain the necessary clock hours for recertification in Braille as required by Washington law. This is a refresher course for teachers who have already passed the Braille Literacy Usage Exam and need to take 10 clock hours every five years to recertify.

The course will be taught in five 2-hour sessions, each covering one of the five units in the text. Each session completed will earn the participant 2 clock hours, with a total of 10 being offered. During each 2-hour session, the instructor will teach and demonstrate the topics in that unit of the text for approximately one hour. The second hour will be allotted for the participants to complete that session’s assignment with the instructor present via web seminar to answer questions and reinforce skills as needed.  Upon completion of all assigned work, the participant will receive the earned clock hours for the sessions completed.

Literary Braille Refresher Course Syllabus
Goal: To study and refresh a teacher’s or paraprofessional’s literary Braille skills.
Session 1: February 8, 2012 4:00 – 6:00 pm
Objective 1

Study the Braille configurations/contractions and the rules of usage for the Braille alphabet, alphabet whole word signs, part-word and whole-word contractions for and, of, for, the, and with, punctuation signs of period, comma, question mark, exclamation point, apostrophe, and hyphen, composition signs for the capital indicator and the letter indicator, and 48 short-form words. 

Objective 2

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Braille configurations and rules studied in objective 1 by

a) discussion and use of Braille samples

b) students will work with teacher to produce correct Braille including alphabetic word signs, part and whole word contractions, punctuation and short form words 

Session 2:  February 9, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
Objective 1

Study the Braille configurations/contractions and the rules of usage for the punctuation signs of dash, double dash, colon, semicolon, and slash, the part-word contactions for ar, ed, er, gh, ow, ea, bb, cc, dd, ff, gg, com, con, dis, be, number indicator and the letter indicator with letter/number combinations, Roman numerals, time, dollar sign, dates, decimal point, fraction line and 14 more short-form words. 

Objective 2

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Braille configurations and rules studied in objective 2 by

a) discussion

b) practice and apply skills to demonstrate proficiency in the above listed Braille symbols and their rules of usage.

Session 3: February 15, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
Objective 1

Study the Braille configurations/contractions and the rules of usage for the punctuation signs of parentheses, brackets, and quotation marks, part-word and whole-word signs for ch, child, st, still, th, this, wh, which, ou, out, sh, shall, ing, ble, in, en, enough, his, was, were, and be, ordinal numbers, lower signs in succession rule and 10 more short-form words.
Objective 2

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Braille configurations/contractions and rules for usage for the punctuation signs, parts and whole word signs, numbers and additional short-form words by

a) discussion

b) practice and apply skills to demonstrate proficiency in the above listed Braille symbols and their rules of usage.

Session 4:  February 16, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
Objective 1

Study the Braille configurations/contractions and the rules of usage for the ellipsis, to, into, and by, omitted words and letters, the italic indicator, the accent indicator, initial letter contractions, order of punctuation and composition signs, foreigh words, and phrases, quoted matter and 4 more short-form words.

Objective 2

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Braille configurations/contractions and rules for usage for the punctuation signs, contractions, and short-form words studied in objective 1 by

a) discussion

b) practice and apply skills to demonstrate proficiency in the above listed Braille symbols and their rules of usage.

Session 5:  February 22, 4:00 – 6:00 pm

Objective 1

Study the Braille configurations/contractions and the rules of usage for the asterisk, final-letter contractions, contractions in proper names, the termination symbol, marginal notes and reference indicator, portions of words in different typeface and abbreviations and symbols.

Objective 2

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Braille configurations/contractions and the rules of usage for the asterisk, final-letter contractions, contractions in proper names, termination symbol and abbreviations and symbols studied in objective 1 by

a) discussion

b) practice and apply skills to demonstrate proficiency in the above listed Braille symbols and their rules of usage.

